[Progresses and challenges in genetic studies of glaucoma].
Glaucoma is one of the leading causes of irreversible blindness. The genetic changes play an important role in the pathogenesis of glaucoma. Progress in human genome project (HGP) and the application of molecular genetics in the study of glaucoma has leaded to an important progress in the understanding of etiology of glaucoma. It is still difficult to predict the influence of these progresses on the early diagnosis, prevention and treatment of glaucoma. However, this may provide a series of problem that require exploration and shows the changing direction of glaucoma study in the future.